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Developing Social Resilience Amidst Climate Change and Global Insecurity: 

Finding Peaceful Pathways to the Future   
Ruth A. Reck, Professor of Land, Air and Water Resources. University of California, Davis 

 

Abstract 

 
The time for discussing pending climate change is past.  Climate change is now upon us and it becomes prudent to 

consider, how do we improve our ability to adapt to a world of growing environmental and political insecurity?  

How do we deal with the social consequences of climatic change where political factions make local and regional 

adaptation a high risk process?  Developed countries have much to lose if the consequences of consequences are not 

dealt with adequately, with fairness and respect for the rights of individuals.  This paper will begin to lay out a 

framework upon which the principles of climate change and social struggle could be dealt with together. 

 

Introduction 

 

Today the fabric of earth’s civilization is being challenged by the random forces of climate 

change.  As far as we know from recorded history never before has there been as many people 

living on earth to face these ominous forces.  But our resources are strong and it is our fate, 

working together, to face these growing obstacles to our future. 

 

As of 18:30 GMT 22 July 2008, the world population was estimated to be 6,711,751,214, the 

world rate of increase being nearly half of its peak value which was, 2.2 % per year, in 1963.
1
  

Even with this decreased rate of growth world population is expected to reach the 9 billion mark 

by ~2042
23

.  The distribution of the growth rate by country is shown in Figure 1. 

   
Figure 1. Distribution of the percentage growth rate per year of countries of the world.

4
  

 

 “China and India, the only two countries to have a population greater than 1 billion, together 

possess more than a third of the world's population.”
5
 We should take note of the fact that all the 

countries with the highest growth rates are in Africa, the Middle East and Asia as well as Central 

and South America, Mongolia and Malaysia.  

 

                                                 
1
 International Data Base, U. S. Census Bureau. Internet. 

2
 Worldometer, World Population Updated in Real Time, 21 July 2008, Internet. 

3
 World Population, US Census Bureau, 21 July 2008, Internet. 

4
 World Population, Wikipedia, 24 July 2008. 

5
 Ibid. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India


Forum on Public Policy 

2 

 

It follows that within this uneven distribution of world population and growth is an uneven 

distribution of wealth as shown in Figure 2 shown below. 

 

 
Figure 2. World Household Wealth by Region, for the year 2000. 

 

Comparing Figures 1 and 2 we see that the countries with the highest growth rates and highest 

current populations are the ones with the least percent of world GDP.  Africa, Asia, Central and 

South America and the Middle East house the poorest people while the developed world, the 

USA, Canada, and Europe hold the highest per capita percentage of net worth.
67

   It’s an 

unfortunate fact that these inequities are on a growing curve with the span becoming ever wider.  

Amongst the wealthy, measured in local currencies, the total in 2006 grew by 7.5 percent to 

reach $97.9 trillion, this being the fifth consecutive year of expanding wealth.  Paralleling this 

growth in population and the wealth-poor divide is an ever growing list of countries suffering 

poverty and poor governance. 

 

Evidence for the Concern about Climate Change
8
 

 

Today scientific methods, both inductive, deductive and falsifiable lead to the conclusion that the 

earth’s global climate is changing as a result of human activity.  There is a strong consilience of 

evidence through both instrumental and proxy records to support these conclusions.  

Furthermore, the predicted effects are now being observed by measurements.  All available 

evidence points towards the role that human activities have lead to the change with that inference 

being the best explanation for what is being observed.  All the best scientific community 

standards have been upheld in making the measurements, the modeling and in reaching the 

conclusions and we can only conclude that the best explanation for what is being observed is the 

human induced change of climate. 

                                                 
6
 Ibid.  

7
 “In September 2007, the International Monetary Fund estimated that Sovereign Wealth Funds manage $3 trillion in 

assets; private investment banks have forecast that they could grow to $12 trillion by 2015.” From the Brookings 

Doha Center Policy Luncheon, 26 May, 2008, Rising Oil Prices and the Growth of gulf Sovereign Wealth funds, 

Hosted by Dr. Brad Setser, Council on Foreign Relations Fellow at the Maurice R. Greenberg Center for 

Geoeconomic Studies. 
8
 The author is in the Department of History and Science Studies Program, University of California at San Diego, La 

Jolla, CA 92093, USA. E-mail: noreskes@ucsd.edu 

mailto:noreskes@ucsd.edu
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The Current Climate Situation 

 

The 4
th

 Assessment by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
9
 states that the rate of 

mean temperature increase in the last 50 years is twice the 100-year mean increase of  0.74°C  

0.18°C.  It is reported that land regions have warmed faster than oceans, which was expected due 

to the difference in heat capacity between the air and water.  However, at the water’s surface, sea 

surface temperatures have shown a strong warming trend also. As was predicted by our climate 

modeling results, average Arctic air temperatures increased at twice the rate of the global 

average.  And consistent with our understanding of the greenhouse effect, lower stratospheric 

temperatures have been observed to cool since 1970. 

 

Coupling with these temperature changes have also been observed changes in the hydrologic 

cycle.  Precipitation has increased poleward from 30°N latitude from 1900-2005, while a 

decrease in precipitation has dominated in the tropics.  Consistent with this trend, droughts have 

been more common in the tropics and subtropics, especially since 1970.  Accompanying the 

increased activity in the hydrologic cycle the tropospheric water vapor has increased. 

 

Along with the changes in temperature and precipitation have been changes in the large-scale 

circulation.  Increases in the mid-latitude westerlies have been observed in both hemispheres 

with intense tropical cycle activity since ~1970.  These observed increases in temperature are 

consistent with the observed changes in the cryosphere and with the oceans.  

 

How will the earth respond to these changes? 

 

Podesta and Ogden
10

 have discussed the consequences of the 4
th 

IPCC Assessment in some detail 

from the perspective of the US.  They conclude: ““NNoo  ffoorreesseeeeaabbllee  ppoolliittiiccaall  oorr  tteecchhnnoollooggiiccaall  

ssoolluuttiioonn  wwiillll  eennaabbllee  uuss  ttoo  aavveerrtt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheessee  cclliimmaattiicc  iimmppaaccttss  eevveenn  iiff,,  ffoorr  iinnssttaannccee,,  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  

SSttaatteess  wweerree  iinn  tthhee  nneeaarr  ffuuttuurree  ttoo  eenntteerr  iinnttoo  aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ccaarrbboonn  ccaapp--aanndd--ttrraaddee  ssyysstteemm..””
1111

    TThheeyy  

ggoo  oonn  ttoo  ssaayy::  ““TThhee  ggeeooppoolliittiiccaall  ccoonnsseeqquueennccee  ooff  tthhiiss  aannttiicciippaatteedd  cclliimmaattee  iiss  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  llooccaall  

ppoolliittiiccaall,,  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  ffaaccttoorrss  aass  mmuucchh  aass  bbyy  tthhee  mmaaggnniittuuddee  ooff  tthhee  cclliimmaattiicc  sshhiifftt  iittsseellff..””      

IItt  iiss  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  tthheessee  ssoocciiaall  ffaaccttoorrss  tthhaatt  aarree  tthhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ttooppiicc  pprreesseenntteedd  

hheerree..    BBeeccaauussee  tthhee  rreessppoonnsseess  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  sshhooww  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  iinneerrttiiaa  wwee  aarree  lleefftt  ttoo  ppllaann  oouurr  

rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  tthhee  cchhaannggeess  wwhhiicchh  iinneevviittaabbllyy  ooccccuurr..    IItt  iiss  tthhee  nneeaarr  tteerrmm  aaddaappttaattiioonn  pprroocceesssseess  wwhhiicchh  

aarree  tthhee  ttooppiicc  ooff  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddiissccuussssiioonn..    TThhee  iinneerrttiiaa  ooff  tthhee  ssyysstteemm  eennssuurreess  tthhaatt  cchhaannggeess  wwiillll  ooccccuurr,,  

eevveenn  iiff  ddrraassttiicc  mmeeaassuurreess  aarree  ttaakkeenn  ttooddaayy  ttoo  lliimmiitt  tthhee  eemmiissssiioonnss  ooff  ggrreeeennhhoouussee  ggaasseess..    BBuutt  tthheerree  iiss  

aa  sseeccoonndd  ““wwrriinnkkllee””  ttoo  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  bbee  ddiissccuusssseedd  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  sseeccttiioonn..  

 

Climate Change since the IPCC 4
th

 Assessment 

 

                                                 
9
 Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis, published by Cambridge University Press, New York, N. Y. 

996 pages. 
10

 John Podesta and Peter Ogden, The Security Implications of Climate Change, The Washington Quarterly, Winter 

2007-8, 115-138. 
11

 Ibid 
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The IPCC 4
th

 Assessment conclusions were based upon information and research, largely 

acquired several years earlier than 2007 as the review process grinds slowly and reaching 

worldwide consensus on the scientific conclusions often requires considerable effort and 

painstaking work.  That is unfortunate for our world at the present time.  The conclusions do not 

appear to be in the wrong direction, far from it.  They appear to be too conservative, that is, the 

rates of change appear to be greater than was expected from research available to the scientists. 

 

Today climate appears to be changing at a greatly accelerated rate. In the Arctic the ice cap has 

been collapsing at an unprecedented rate, stunning in it extent, as an area almost twice the size of 

Britain was reported to disappear within a singe week in September 2007
12

.  A very well known 

and respected American scientist (R. Corell) reported that the ice was moving at 2 meters an 

hour on a front 5 km long and ~1,500 m deep.
13

 

 

Accompanying the melting of the Greenland ice cap, the moving of the ice appears to have been 

so rapid as to have triggered minor earthquakes as pieces of ice weighing on the order of several 

billion tons each have broken off from the ice sheet, sliding into the Arctic seas.
14

  Corell reports 

that some Arctic scientists now believe the IPCC 4
th

 Assessment estimates of sea level change 

of, at most, 0.59 m should be replaced by estimates of as much as 2 meters during the present 

century. 

 

Accompanying the temperature increases have been an accelerated rate of mountain glacier 

melting.  Brown reports that the current melting of the Gangotri glacier is likely to lead to the 

Ganges river becoming a seasonal river, and the glacier on the Tibet-Qunghai Plateau that feeds 

the Yellow and Yangtze rivers is melting at a rate of 7%/yr, estimating that the melt water will 

completely disappear by ~2060. 

 

Furthermore, glaciers in the Himalayas that feed the Ganges, Mekong, Yantze, Indus and Yellow 

rives could completely disappear.  These are the rivers that today irrigate the rice and wheat 

fields of Southeast Asia.  And all these accelerated changes fail to consider the possibilities of 

extreme events, cyclones, hurricanes, intense storms that can devastate a local region of the 

earth.  While the climate refugees of hurricane Katrina and the cyclone in Myanmar dominated 

the world media for days and weeks, this is likely to be multiplied by many times, and in far 

more disadvantaged regions of the world, as we look to the future. 

 

The World Political Situation as it is Impacted by Climate Change
15

 

 

To understand the impacts of these accelerating climate changes we need to determine the 

current political situation of people world wide.  The summation of the inequities mentioned 

previously leads to a plethora of failing states (countries) with conflict and violence being the 

common situation.  Within the world of changing climate “there are 46 countries- home to 2.7 

                                                 
12

 Guardian in London, September 2007, taken from Lester R. Brown, Plan B 3.0: Mobilizing to Save Civilization, 

W. W. Norton and Co. New York, N.Y., 2008, p.1. ………. 
13

 Robert Corell, chairman of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment. 
14

 The Guardian in London, report from a symposium in Ilulissat, Greenland. 
15

 Dan Smith and Janani Vivekananda, A Climate of Conflict; Understanding Conflict, November, 2007, 

International Alert, 44 pages. 
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billion people- in which the effects of climate change interacting with economic, social and 

political problems will create a high risk of violent conflict.  There is a second group of 56 

countries where the institutions of government will have great difficulty taking the strain of 

climate change on top of their other current challenges.”  “These 56 countries are home to 1.2 

billion people”.
16

 

 

We at this point we must recognize that the effects of climate change must be put into a much 

larger framework than has been common in the past and to develop an understanding beyond the 

physical science perspective of climate scientists.  We must seek to understand how the 

developing climate crisis interacts within the socio-economic and political framework and to 

identify the problems of the future that the world must face. 

 

Figure 3 shows two maps, one of the political stability of major states and a second map in the 

lower right of the figure shows the consequences of projected climate changes.
17

  On the larger 

map the states in red represent states facing a high risk of armed conflict as a consequence of 

climate change, tan represents states facing a high risk of political instability as a consequence of 

climate change, and grey represents the other states possessing a moderate or less risk attached to 

their political stability as a result of climate change.  In the encircled portion of the larger map 

the magnitude of the scale has been magnified for ease of reading.  In the smaller map the dark 

green represents serious climatic extremes being expected, while the lighter green depicts a 

moderate climatic significance. 

 

 
Figure  3. Political stability in countries around the world and a secondary map showing 

the effects of projected climatic changes. 

 

 

 

                                                 
16

 Ibid. 
17

 Ibid 
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The European Peacebuilding Liaison Office
18

 reports that a range of threats are likely to impact 

the climatically ravaged states.  These can include a range of factors from a lack of 

accountability and transparency in the security and justice areas to large numbers of combatants 

with few skills or economic opportunities wondering streets carrying a range of weapons, 

typically uncontrolled circulation of small arms and light weaponry. 

 

Conditions vary from state to state but the lack of central governance and the rule of law make 

helping these types of states extremely problematic. Usually factions have developed ahead of 

the crises and locals can revert to mob rule as a means to bring some control to their lives.  In 

these times food and safe drinking water are held hostage with the most vulnerable people being 

women and children.  In populations where the average age is very low there may be a lack of 

family ties which can further add to the chaotic situation on the ground. 

 

In general the complex interconnected factors that jeopardize or establish security for a state may 

be categorized by four quantities: governance, reconciliation, justice and economic development.  

To illustrate the nature of these factors we may represent the political condition of a state by the 

Venn diagram shown in Figure 4, below.  

 

 
Figure 4. Venn diagram showing four sets: governance, reconciliation, justice and economic 

development. 

  

EEaacchh  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurr  rreeccttaanngglleess  rreepprreesseennttss  oonnee  ooff  aa  sseett  ooff  ffoouurr  ffaaccttoorrss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iinn  ddeeffiinniinngg  tthhee  ssttaattee’’ss  

ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoonnddiittiioonn::  ssttaarrttiinngg  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt  wwiitthh  ggoovveerrnnaannccee  ((ppuurrppllee  rreeccttaannggllee)),,  tthheenn  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  

((ppiinnkk  rreeccttaannggllee)),,  tthheenn  jjuussttiiccee  ((lliigghhtt  ggrreeeenn  rreeccttaannggllee))  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  eeccoonnoommiicc  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ((bblluuee  

rreeccttaannggllee))..    TThhee  vveerrttiiccaall  aaxxiiss  iiss  mmeeaanntt  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  qquuaannttiittiieess  ((nnuummbbeerrss))  ooff  ppeeooppllee  ccoonncceerrnneedd  

wwiitthh  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  ffaaccttoorrss..    VVaalluueess  nneeaarr  tthhee  ttoopp  aarree  sshhaarreedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppeeooppllee,,  ggooiinngg  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  

bboottttoomm  wwhhiicchh  rreepprreesseennttss  tthheeiirr  rreellaattiivvee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  mmoosstt  eelliittee  ooff  tthhee  ggrroouupp,,  tthhoossee  eedduuccaatteedd  

aanndd  iinn  cchhaarrggee,,  tthhee  rruulliinngg  ccllaassss..    EEaacchh  ooff  tthhee  oovveerrllaappss  ddeeffiinneess  oonnee  ooff  1155  ddiiffffeerreenntt  aarreeaass  ddeeffiinneedd  bbyy  

                                                 
18

 The European Peacebuilding Liaison Office composed of NGOs, networks and think tanks, is active in the field of 

peacebuilding. 
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tthhee  oovveerrllaappppiinngg  rreeccttaanngglleess,,  tthhee  ccoommpplleexx  iinntteerrccoonnnneecctteedd  ffaaccttoorrss..    AAss  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

ssttaatteess  vvaarriieess,,  tthhee  ppoossiittiioonn  aanndd  ssiizzee  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaall  rreeccttaanngglleess  mmaayy  cchhaannggee..     

 

AA  ssiinnggllee  VVeennnn  ddiiaaggrraamm  iinn  aa  mmaatthheemmaattiiccaall  sseennssee  sshhoowwss  aatt  oonnee  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  ttiimmee  tt00  tthhee  magnitude of 

the  ffoouurr  sseettss,,  ggoovveerrnnaannccee  ((AA)),,  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  ((BB)),,  jjuussttiiccee  ((CC))  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ((DD))  ffoorr  aa  

hhyyppootthheettiiccaall  ssttaattee    {{AA,,  BB,,  CC,,  DD}}..    WWee  ccaann  tthheenn  ddeeppiicctt  tthhee  ttiimmee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  

ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhee  cchhaannggiinngg  aarreeaass  ooff  tthhee  VVeennnn  ddiiaaggrraamm  bbeettwweeeenn  ssoommee  ttiimmee  tt00    aanndd  aannootthheerr  ttiimmee  tt11..    

CChhaannggeess  iinn  tthhee  ssttaattee  oovveerr  ttiimmee  tthheenn  ccoonnssttiittuuttee  ddiiffffeerriinngg  VVeennnn  ddiiaaggrraammss  aanndd  ccoommppaarriissoonnss  iinn  tthhee  

ppoolliittiiccaall  ssttaabbiilliittyy  ooff  oonnee  ssttaattee  wwiitthh  aannootthheerr  aarree  ppoossssiibbllee  bbyy  ccoommppaarriinngg  tthheeiirr  ddiiaaggrraammss..    TThhee  ccoolloorrss  

ooff  tthhee  ssiiddeess  ooff  tthhee  aarreeaass  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ffaaccttoorrss  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhaatt  aarreeaa..    NNoottee,,  eevveenn  iinn  

tthhiiss  hhiigghhllyy  iiddeeaalliizzeedd  ccaassee  tthhee  VVeennnn  ddiiaaggrraamm  sshhoowwss  tthhee  eexxttrreemmee  ccoommpplleexxiittyy  ooff  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn..  

  

AAss  llaarrggee  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ppeeooppllee  vviiee  ffoorr  tthheemmsseellvveess  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  lliikkeellyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmoosstt  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeedd  wwiillll  

rreessoorrtt  ttoo  eeiitthheerr  mmiiggrraattiioonn  oorr  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn..    CCooaassttaall  aarreeaass  iinnuunnddaatteedd  bbyy  ssaalltt  wwaatteerr  wwiillll  rreeqquuiirree  

ggrroouuppss  ttoo  mmiiggrraattee  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  sseeaa  aanndd  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  mmoosstt  ssttrraatteeggiicc  ffoorr  iinnddiivviidduuaallss  

aanndd  ffaammiilliieess  ttoo  iimmmmiiggrraattee  ttoo  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess..  FFoorr  tthhee  UUSS,,  PPooddeessttaa  aanndd  OOggddeenn
1199

  ssttaattee  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  

bbuurrddeenn  ooff  iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  wwiillll  ccoommee  ffrroomm  MMeexxiiccoo  aanndd  tthhee  CCaarriibbbbeeaann..    IItt  iiss  lliikkeellyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  llooww--llyyiinngg  

aarreeaass  ooff  BBaannggllaaddeesshh  wwiillll  ffoorrccee  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ttoo  mmoovvee  ttoo  ootthheerr  ccoouunnttrriieess;;  tthhoossee  mmoosstt  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbee  

iimmppaacctteedd  aarree  CChhiinnaa,,  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  PPaakkiissttaann..    AAss  AAffrriiccaann  MMoosslleemmss  mmiiggrraattee  ffrroomm  ddrroouugghhtt,,  ffoooodd  

ssccaarrcciittyy  aanndd  sseeaa  lleevveell  rriissee,,  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  ccoouunnttrriieess  aanndd  tthhee  EEUU  wwiillll  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  sswweelllliinngg  

nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  ddiiffffeerriinngg  ssoocciiaall  ccuussttoommss,,  ddiiffffeerriinngg  iinntteerreessttss,,  ppeeooppllee  llaacckkiinngg  iinn  sskkiillll  sseettss  

ttoo  aadddd  vvaalluuee  ttoo  tthhee  hhoosstt  ccoouunnttrriieess..    IItt  bbeeccoommeess  aabbssoolluutteellyy  eesssseennttiiaall  tthhaatt  rruulleess  ooff  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  ffoorr  

iimmmmiiggrraattiioonn  bbee  wwrriitttteenn  aanndd  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  wweellll  aahheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  tthheemm  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  

iinnvvoollvveedd  ddoo  nnoo  sseeee  tthhee  rreessppoonnssee  aass  oonnee  bbaasseedd  uuppoonn  ggrreeeedd  aanndd  llaacckk  ooff  jjuussttiiccee..      

  

HHeeaalltthh  ccoonncceerrnnss  mmaayy  bbeeccoommee  aa  pprroobblleemm  ffuurrtthheerr  rreeqquuiirriinngg  tthhee  lloonngg  tteerrmm  ppllaannnniinngg  ooff  tthhoossee  

ggoovveerrnniinngg  iinn  tthhee  hhoosstt  ccoouunnttrriieess..    IInn  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt  eessppeecciiaallllyy,,  lliimmiittaattiioonn  ooff  wwaatteerr  ppaarraalllleellss  

iinnccrreeaasseess  iinn  ppooppuullaattiioonn..    IInn  AAffrriiccaa,,  hheeaalltthh  ccoonncceerrnnss,,  ee..gg..  aaiirr  aanndd  vveeccttoorr--bboorrnnee  ddiisseeaasseess  ssuucchh  aass  

mmaallaarriiaa  aanndd  ddeenngguuee  ffeevveerr,,  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  ggrroowwiinngg  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  ccoosstt  cchhaalllleennggeess..    IInn  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  

wwoorrlldd  ccoouunnttrriieess  ppaannddeemmiicc  ddiisseeaasseess  ccaann  mmeeaann  rreevveennuuee  lloossee  aass  eexxppoorrttss  ddeecclliinnee..    IInn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ppoolliicciieess  mmaayy  bbee  cchhaalllleennggeedd  bbyy  mmiiggrraattiinngg  ggrroouuppss  aass  bbeeiinngg  ddiissccrriimmiinnaattoorryy  iinn  nnaattuurree..  

  

WWhhaatt  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  ddoonnee??
2200

  

  

FFiirrsstt  aanndd  ffoorreemmoosstt,,  tthhee  sscciieennttiiffiicc  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  nneeeedd  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  

iinntteerrttwwiinneedd  CC’’ss,,  cclliimmaattee  aanndd  ccoonnfflliicctt..    FFoorr  tthhee  cclliimmaattee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  mmuusstt  bbee  

rreeggaarrddeedd  aanndd  ssttuuddiieedd  iinn  aa  mmuucchh  bbooaarrddeerr  ccoonntteexxtt..    IImmpprroovveedd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  ddiiaalloogguuee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

ppootteennttiiaall  ppeeooppllee  iinnvvoollvveedd  iiss  ccrriittiiccaall..    CCoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  mmiittiiggaattiioonn  ooff  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  tthhaatt  iiss  

ddoommiinnaattiinngg  tthhee  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ttooddaayy,,  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  eemmpphhaassiizzee  aaddaappttaattiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  ffaaiilliinngg  ssttaatteess  aanndd  

eetthhiiccaall  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ffoorreemmoosstt  iinn  hhooww  tthhiiss  iiss  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd..  

  

                                                 
19

 Ibid 
20

 Dan Smith and Janani Vivekananda, A Climate of Conflict; Understanding Conflict, November, 2007, 

International Alert, 44 pages. 
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TThhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  nneeeeddss  ttoo  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthhee  llooccaall  nnaattuurree  ooff  cclliimmaattee  iimmppaaccttss  aanndd  tthhee  llooccaall  nnaattuurree  

ooff  ppllaannnniinngg  ffoorr  ccaappaacciittyy  bbuuiillddiinngg..  TThhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  nneeeeddss  ttoo  ttaakkee  iittss  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  

sseerriioouussllyy,,  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  hhooww  cclliimmaattiicc  eeffffeeccttss  aanndd  cclliimmaattiicc  ssttrreesssseess  aarree  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  ppllaayy  oouutt..    FFoorr  tthhaatt  

ppuurrppoossee  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  ccaappaacciittyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  ssttuuddiieess  wwiitthhiinn  aa  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  aanndd  pprreessttiiggiioouuss  

uunniivveerrssiittyy  ffrraammeewwoorrkk,,  ffooccuussiinngg  oonn  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  ccoonnttiinnuuaall  ddiiaalloogg  

wwiitthh  tthhee  iinn  ssiittuu  ppaarrttiieess  iinnvvoollvveedd..    TThhee  uunniivveerrssiittyy  ssiittuuaattiioonn  mmuusstt  iinnvvoollvvee  ggrraadduuaattee  lleevveell  wwoorrkk,,  aanndd  

bbee  ffiinnaanncceedd  ffoorr  aa  lloonngg  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee  ttoo  aaccccoommpplliisshh  iittss  mmiissssiioonn..  

  

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  ggrraadduuaattee  lleevveell  pprrooggrraammss,,  uunniivveerrssiittyy  rreesseeaarrcchh  ppeeooppllee  nneeeedd  ttoo  hheellpp  ttoo  ffoorrmmaalliizzee  

wwoorrllddwwiiddee  pphhyyssiiccaall,,  ssoocciiaall,,  eeccoonnoommiicc  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  sscciieennccee  nneettwwoorrkkss  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  tthhee  rraannggee  ooff  

pprroobblleemmss  bbrroouugghhtt  aabboouutt  bbyy  tthhee  iinntteerrttwwiinneedd  CC’’ss..    IItt  iiss  vviittaallllyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  tthheessee  nneettwwoorrkkss  bbee  

iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  ooff  llooccaall  aanndd  ffoorrmmaall  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss,,  ttoo  iinnvvoollvvee  NNGGOOss  aanndd  pprriivvaattee  mmoonneeyy  iinn  sstteeaadd  ooff  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssuuppppoorrtt  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  bbootthh  wwoorrllddss,,  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  aanndd  tthhee  ddeevveellooppiinngg  

wwoorrlldd,,  ttooggeetthheerr..  

  

FFoorr  tthhee  ffaaiilliinngg  ssttaatteess  iinnvvoollvveedd,,  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  aaddaappttaattiioonn  mmeeaassuurreess  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aaddoopptteedd  tthhaatt  aarree  

ppeeaaccee  bbuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  ppeeaaccee  mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg..    IInnddiivviidduuaall  ssttaatteess  mmuusstt  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ppllaannnniinngg  

ddooccuummeennttss  aanndd  ssttrraatteeggiieess  ccrroosssslliinnkk  wwiitthh  eexxiissttiinngg  NNGGOOss  aanndd  ootthheerr  ssttaatteess’’  ffrraammeewwoorrkkss..    MMaannyy  

iinnssttaanncceess  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  wwhheenn  ““ggoooodd  wwoorrkkss””  ttuurrnn  iinnttoo  bbaadd  oouuttccoommeess  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  uunneexxppeecctteedd  

ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess..    IInn  tthhoossee  ccaasseess  tthhee  ssttrraatteeggyy  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  ddyynnaammiicc  aanndd  fflleexxiibbllee  wwiitthh  llooccaall  ppeeooppllee  

bbeeiinngg  ggiivveenn  aass  mmuucchh  aassssiissttaannccee  aass  iiss  ppoossssiibbllee..    DDeevveellooppiinngg  ssttaatteess  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbee  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  eennccoouurraaggee  

tthhee  pprriivvaattee  sseeccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  ddeevveellooppiinngg  wwoorrlldd  ttoo  eennggaaggee  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss  ttoo  iinnssuurree  fflleexxiibbiilliittyy  

ooff  ppllaannnniinngg..    JJoobbss  lloosstt  iinn  oonnee  ppllaaccee  mmuusstt  qquuiicckkllyy  bbee  rreeppllaacceedd  bbyy  jjoobbss  iinn  aannootthheerr  sseeccttoorr..    LLooccaall  

ppeeooppllee  nneeeedd  ttoo  iiddeennttiiffyy  tthheeiirr  ssttaattee’’ss  mmoosstt  pprreessssiinngg  nneeeeddss  aanndd  pprriioorriittiizzee  tthheeiirr  ppllaannnniinngg  ssttrraatteeggiieess  

wwiitthhiinn  aaddaappttiivvee  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  mmeeaassuurreess..    TThhoossee  sstteeppss  aarree  vviittaall  aanndd  iimmppoorrttaanntt  bbuutt  mmoorree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

ssttiillll  iiss  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd..  

  

RRoollee  ffoorr  tthhee  DDeevveelloopp  WWoorrlldd,,  bbootthh  pprriivvaattee  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  

  

II  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  ttiittaannss  ooff  iinndduussttrryy  ooff  tthhee  wweeaalltthh  pprroodduucciinngg  eeccoonnoommiieess  sshhoouulldd  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaanntt  

lliinnkkaaggeess  bbeettwweeeenn  eeccoonnoommiiccss  aanndd  ssttaabbiilliittyy  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..    NNoo  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeedd  ccoouunnttrryy  sshhoouulldd  

bbee  rreessppoonnddiinngg  aalloonnee  ttoo  cclliimmaattee  ddeevvaassttaattiioonn..    TThhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  nneeeeddss  ttoo  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthhee  

nnoonnffiissccaall  aasssseettss  tthhaatt  tthhee  ddeevveellooppiinngg  wwoorrlldd  bbrriinnggss,,  bbrriigghhtt,,  aabbllee  bbooddiieedd  ppeeooppllee  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aanndd  

ttoo  lleeaarrnn,,  ttoo  bbee  bbrroouugghhtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeedd  ttoo  tthhee  aaddvvaannttaaggeedd  rraannkkss,,  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  bbuuyy  pprroodduuccttss,,  

aanndd  ttoo  sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  wweeaalltthh  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  hhaass  ttoo  ooffffeerr..    AAllwwaayyss  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  mmuusstt  kkeeeepp  iinn  

mmiinndd  tthhaatt  eeccoonnoommiicc  lliinnkkaaggeess  lleeaadd  ttoo  ssttaabbiilliittyy  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..    CCoouunnttrriieess  iinn  bbuussiinneessss  ttooggeetthheerr  tteenndd  

nnoott  ttoo  aaiimm  gguunnss  aatt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr..  

  

IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  aaddvvaannttaaggeeoouuss  iiff  aarrrraannggeedd  ““mmaarrrriiaaggeess””  bbeettwweeeenn  ((11))  ssoovveerreeiiggnn  ffuunnddss  ffrroomm  cchhaalllleennggeedd  

ssttaatteess  aanndd  ((22))  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  ffiinnaanncciiaall  eennttiittiieess  ccoouulldd  bbee  ffoosstteerreedd..    TThhiiss  ccoouulldd  lliinnkk  bbootthh  ppaarrttiieess  

ttoo  sseeeekk  tthhee  bbeesstt  oouuttccoommeess  ffrroomm  cchhaannggeess  iinn  cclliimmaattee..    PPaarrtt  ooff  tthhaatt  ssttrraatteeggyy  rreeqquuiirreess  aa  wwoorrlldd  

eeccoonnoommyy  tthhaatt  ccaann  hhaannddllee  ddiissttrreesssseedd  sseelllliinngg  aanndd  bbuuyyiinngg  iinn  aann  eetthhiiccaall  aanndd  ffaaiirr  wwaayy..    NNoo  ttaakkiinngg  

aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhoossee  lleessss  ffoorrttuunnaattee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ttoolleerraatteedd..    TThhee  mmaarrkkeettppllaaccee  nneeeeddss  ttoo  aaddoopptt  aann  eetthhiiccaall  

mmaanntteell  iinn  iittss  ddeeaalliinnggss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiissaaddvvaannttaaggeedd  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhee  bbeesstt  aanndd  ffaaiirreesstt  oouuttccoommeess  ffoorr  aallll  

ccoonncceerrnneedd..  
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CCoonncclluussiioonnss  aanndd  SSuummmmaarryy  

  

TThhoossee  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  rreessppoonnddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  rraavvaaggeess  ooff  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  hhooww  mmuucchh  rriisskk  

iitt  iiss  wwiissee  ttoo  ttaakkee  aanndd  mmaakkee  aaddjjuussttmmeennttss  iiff  aanndd  wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy..    HHaavviinngg  uunniivveerrssiittyy  eedduuccaatteedd  

ddeecciissiioonn  mmaakkeerrss  aass  wweellll  aass  iinn  ssiittuu  aaddvviissoorrss  wwoouulldd  bbee  wwiissee  iinn  tthheessee  mmaatttteerrss..  WWhheerree  ppoossssiibbllee,,  tthhoossee  

iinn  tthhee  ddeevveellooppeedd  wwoorrlldd  nneeeedd  ttoo  llooookk  ffoorr  cchheeaapp  ““iinnssuurraannccee””  aanndd  ppllaann  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuuttuurree,,  nnoott  bbaasseedd  

uuppoonn  tthhee  ppaasstt  bbuutt  oonn  tthhee  bbeesstt  jjuuddggmmeennttss  ooff  wwhhaatt  iiss  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  hhaappppeenn  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree..    WWee  aallll  nneeeedd  ttoo  

sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  rriisskk  ppiiccttuurree  ttooggeetthheerr..  

  

SSoo,,  wwiitthh  ssoouunndd  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  rreeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  iinntteerrttwwiinneedd  CC’’ss  pprroobblleemmss  iitt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  

oorrggaanniizzee  aanndd  ppllaann  lliinnkkaaggeess  ttoo  rreessppoonndd  ttoo  nneeww  cclliimmaattee//ccoonnfflliiccttss..  IItt  iiss  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  wwee  aallll,,  

ttooggeetthheerr,,  sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  llooccaall  rriisskkss  ffoorr  iinnddiivviidduuaall  ssttaatteess..    BByy  ddooiinngg  ssoo  wwee  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

aabbllee  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  wwoorrlldd  aa  ffaaiirreerr  aanndd  mmoorree  ssttaabbllee  ppllaaccee  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ttoo  lliivvee  aanndd  ggrrooww..  

  
AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeennttss  
TThhee  aauutthhoorr  ggrraatteeffuullllyy  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeess  tthhee  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ttoo  tthhiiss  ssttuuddyy  bbyy  PPrrooffeessssoorr  MMiicchhaaeell  BB..  MMccEEllrrooyy  ooff  HHaarrvvaarrdd  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  aanndd  

DDrr..  DDaallee  TTaahhttiinneenn  ooff  MMiicchhiiggaann  TTeecchhnnoollooggiiccaall  UUnniivveerrssiittyy..    PPrriinncciippaall  rreeffeerreenncceess  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ssttuuddyy  iinncclluuddee::  

  DDaann  SSmmiitthh  aanndd  JJaannaannii  VViivveekkaannaannddaa,,  AA  cclliimmaattee  ooff  ccoonnfflliicctt,,  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  AAlleerrtt,,  NNoovv..  22000077,,  ppaaggeess  4444..  

  JJoohhnn  PPooddeessttaa  aanndd  PPeetteerr  OOggddeenn,,  TThhee  sseeccuurriittyy  iimmpplliiccaattiioonnss  ooff  cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee,,  TThhee  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  QQuuaarrtteerrllyy  3311::11,,  

111155--113388((22000077))..  

  LLeesstteerr  RR..  BBrroowwnn,,  PPllaann  BB  33..00,,  MMoobbiilliizziinngg  ttoo  ssaavvee  cciivviilliizzaattiioonn,,  NNoorrttoonn  aanndd  CCoo..,,  NN..YY..,,  22000088,,  339988  ppaaggeess..  

aalloonngg  wwiitthh  mmoorree  tthhaann  2200  ssppeecciiaallttyy  ppaappeerrss  aanndd  rreeppoorrttss..  
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